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LOVE SHARED IN HAITI
Thirteen First Baptist missionaries traveled to Haiti, May 15 - 25. Our team’s purpose was to 
share God’s Love with the children and families of Haiti and the Dominican Republic. They led 
sports camps, built rabbit and chicken cages and helped begin a landscaped park for the 
community. This was First Baptist Church’s third trip to Haiti. One exciting aspect of this year’s 
trip was to visit the completed Orphanage which our past mission teams have helped build. 
Thank you for praying for our team as they represented our “Love Does” First Baptist family.

OPPORTUNITIES 
TO SERVE

Men’s clothing is desperately 
needed for our Tuesday Night 
Ministry friends! Please bring 
t-shirts, shorts, pants, jackets, 
etc. downtown to the Youth Area 
during church office hours 
(M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) or on 
Sunday mornings.

Come serve as an Usher at 
either worship service! If you 
are interested, contact Steven 
Thomason at 763-2471 or 
sthomason@fbcwilmington.org.

Give a soccer ball for our team to 
take to Guatemala in July! Make 
Guatemalan boys and girls smile 
by donating soccer balls to call 
their own! Drop off balls in the
donation bins located downtown 
in the Connector Building by July 
18th. Please deflate if possible.
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GOD’S MANY BLESSINGS 
THROUGH FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH IN 2016

BAPTISM AS WITNESS
After years of transforming the lives of people who are committed to following Jesus as God in the flesh, 
the Savior of the world commissioned his disciples to “Go, teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). The immediacy of this command was 
best evidenced on the following Day of Pentecost when according to scripture, more than 3,000 new 
believers were baptized. From that day to this, Christian baptism has served as an outward expression 
of a cataclysmic transformation in the whole person, spirit, mind and body. I remember well the evening 
I was baptized as a ten-year-old in the baptistery of Immanuel Baptist Church in Fayetteville. Mr. Melvin 
assisted as Reverend Falk lowered me into the water and I emerged dripping with water and the grace 
of God. I bet many of you remember your baptism also. It is one of those things we don’t forget no matter how long ago it 
occurred.

As Baptists, we practice “Believer’s Baptism.” There is not a particular age at which baptism 
becomes a rite of passage. We believe a person should be baptized when they come to a 
place in their life that they make the decision to confess they are a sinner, ask God to 
forgive them of their sin, profess faith in Jesus as the Son of God who came to earth to live, 
love and offer the grace of God by sacrificing himself to die upon a cross and then being 
resurrected three days later never to die again. Though it is not the only way to be baptized, 
the mode of baptism we practice is that of immersion. It has an eloquence all its own as 
we are “Buried with Christ in baptism; raised to walk in newness of life” (Colossians 2:12). 
Nowhere is the nature of the gospel declared more uncompromisingly than in the 
immersion of believers. The act keeps before the church the historical basis of the Christian 
faith. Certainly, a person does not have to be baptized to become a follower of Jesus but it 
is an act of confirmation of one’s commitment to becoming a follower. It serves as witness to 
other people and marks the beginning of a life-long journey of Christian discipleship. It is a 
testimony to what God has done, is doing, and will do as our response to God’s unwavering 
love and grace. What a privilege it is to baptize new believers as we witness what God is 
doing through the ministry of our church. 

Baptism is not done “to” a believer but “with” a believer as the act is done by the church and 
serves as a reminder of our own baptism and serves as witness of what the church of Jesus Christ is called to be and do. 
Typically, we practice the ordinance of baptism in our sanctuary on the last Sunday of 
each month. Last month we altered the schedule a little and baptized two new believers 
on the second Sunday because of special circumstances. In September, we plan to alter 
our practice again as we plan to baptize in the Intracoastal Waterway on the south end 
of Wrightsville Beach in the late afternoon. We hope September 24 will be a special 
gathering for many members of our congregation to gather on the beach for a time of 
music, picnicking and celebration as we take our Christian witness to the community. It will 
be another aspect of our KOG2ILM emphasis as we witness to those outside of our 
congregation. Any member of the pastoral staff will be happy to talk with you if you have 
been thinking of being baptized. September 24 may be one of the best days of your life.
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SUMMER 
TOURS OF THE

HARRELSON CENTER
TUESDAY, JULY 11th @ 11 AM OR 
TUESDAY AUGUST 1st @ 11 AM

Everyone is invited to 
attend special Summer 

Tours of the Harrelson 
Center! Tour the Center from 

11 a.m. to 12 p.m. to learn about 
them and all that they do while your 

kids enjoy fun activities, popsicles and 
more! Get the kiddos to color the 

Harrelson Center coloring page found on 
our website and bring it with you for us to 

display at the Center! The Center is located 
next door to First Baptist Church at 20 N. 4th 

Street. After your tour you can grab lunch at 
Copper Penny, which is giving the Center a 

portion of its proceeds from their signature offerings 
Tuesdays in July! Visit www.harrelsoncenter.org for 

details and to RSVP! See you this summer! 

CHILDREN’S
CORNER
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Kids join us for Awesome August 
Adventures! Cost is $20/kid. Hurry 
and register, space is limited!
Contact Kelly Stephens to sign-up 
at kstephens@fbcwilmington.org.

 
August 1: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. for Legos, 
Bounce, Pizza Lunch, & Movie (bring 
socks)

 
August 3: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. for Legos, 
Bowling, Pizza Lunch & Beach (bring 
swimsuit, sunscreen, towel, socks)

 
August 7: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. for Legos, 
Bowling, Pizza Lunch & Beach (bring 
swimsuit, sunscreen, towel, socks)

 
August 9: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. for Legos, 
Bounce, Games, & Snack (bring car 
seat booster and socks)

All participants need to complete a 
blanket permission form on our website 
under the “Children’s Ministry” 
tab. The form can also 
be emailed to 
you.

 

All families with children are invited to join 
us for great fellowship and FUN at our 2nd 
Annual Family Picnic! Please sign-up with 
Becca to bring sides, drinks and desserts and 
we will provide the hotdogs and hamburgers. 

The Splash Pad is open so don’t forget 
swimsuits and towels for the kids!

 

Meet us at the Chick-Fil-A 
Party Room at Mayfaire for 
a Dutch treat dinner and 
fellowship. There will not be 
a program, just time together!



ALDERMAN BOOK DRIVE
Over 2,000 books were 
collected by the FBC 
congregation during April 
and May! The preschool 
age books were delivered 
to MedNorth Health Center 
downtown. All the other 
books were delivered to 
the children at Alderman 
Elementary School. We 
wish you all could have seen their excited faces 
when they got to pick out books to take home 
for the summer. Thank you to those that 

contributed 
books, and a 
big thanks to 
Tannis Nelson 
for her 
leadership in 
coordinating these 
efforts. 
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YOUTH NEWS

 

Highschoolers - let’s 
have some paintball fun 
at CrossFire Paintball! 
We will depart from the 

Activities Center at 
12:30 p.m. and return 

by 5:30 p.m. 
Cost is $20.

  

 High school students 
are invited to have 

some fun at Fantasy 
Lake! We will depart 

from the Activities 
Center at 9 a.m. to 

leave for Hope Mills. 
We will return at 7:30 

p.m. Please wear 
appropriate swimwear 

and bring a towel and a
change of clothes. Cost 
is $25 per person plus 
money for lunch and 
dinner on the road.

 

This is a fun day 
at Broadway at 

the Grand Prix for 
Middle Schoolers. 

We will depart from 
the Activities Center 
at 9 a.m. to start the 
fun day and return 
by 5 p.m. Cost is 

$25 per person, plus 
extra spending 
money for lunch 

and snacks.

 

Let’s have an 
adventure! We will 

depart from the
 Activities Center 

at 9:30 a.m. 
Adventures and return 

by 5 p.m. Bring
 $20 for lunch and 

snacks.

 
 

Let’s play ball!! We 
will leave the 

Activities Center at 
4 p.m. and return 
by 10:30 p.m. The 

Pelicans vs.  
Mudcats game  

begins at 7 p.m. Cost 
is $10 per person 

plus extra spending 
money for food 
and souvenirs. 
All Youth are 

invited!

Our Youth will serve 
as missionaries July 15-23 in 

Baton Rouge, LA. Please pray 
for safe travels and that they will 

spread the love of Jesus.

 
Join us for Islands and Cold Culture 

Night from 6 - 8 p.m. Bring money for 
dinner and frozen yogurt! We will meet 

at Islands on Racine and end up at Cold 
Culture (formerly Fuzzy Peach).



TUESDAY 
NOON CHURCH 

SUMMER GATHERINGS
Our Tuesday Noon Church gathered on June 27th at the 

Hanover Seaside Club at Wrightsville Beach for a wonderful 
summer lunch and time of fellowship. John Daniels gave a 

meaningful devotion and the sweet fellowship of hugs, smiles and 
laughter was felt by all who participated. Make plans to join Tuesday 

Noon Church this summer! Lunch is $5/person and we will enjoy 
fellowship and a brief devotional. Check out the full schedule on our 

website, www.fbcwilmington.org, under the “Worship” tab.

JULY SCHEDULE:
  July 4th - No Tuesday Noon
July 11th - Meet at K&W Cafeteria     
                 11:30 a.m. (no speaker)
July 18th - Activities Center 
                 Speaker: John Daniels
July 25th - Activities Center 
                 Speaker: Jim Everette

JULY 2
ONE SERVICE DOWNTOWN

10:30 AM
No Sunday School

JULY 9TH 
“Talking to God” 
Matthew 6.5-13

Bill Dunn

JULY 16TH 
“Hearing from God”

 Luke 1.1-4
Bill Dunn

JULY 23
“Life on the Run”

Genesis 28:10-19a
Jayne Davis

JULY 30
“Dry to the Bone”
Ezekiel 37:1-14

Jim Everette

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE 

FBC SURF CAMP
AUGUST 1 - 3  | WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH

Let’s hit the waves! All children and youth grades 1-12 are invited 
to FBC Surf Camp! There is NO CHARGE for the camp. We will 
meet at the Activities Center each morning at 10:30 a.m., load 
up the surfboards and giant tube, and head for a fun day at the 
beach! We will return to the Activities Center by 5:30 p.m. each 
day. Surf camp will be held at Wrightsville Beach Access #4 for anyone who needs to drop off their child late or pick them up early.  
All parents or older siblings are welcome to join us on the beach. Beginner surfboards for learners are provided but experienced 
surfers are welcome to bring their own personal surfboard. An exciting new feature of surf camp this year is a new GIGANTIC 
TUBE for everyone to ride the waves, jump off of and just have a great time together. Lunch is included each day as well as a stop 
for ice cream  on the way home from the beach. Call Kelly Stephens at the downtown office, 763-2471, to sign up. Bethany Martin, 
Matt Emerson and Gary Harris will be the Surf Camp 
leaders this year. Bring your friends and 
see you on the beach!

NEW DATES!!

75

MYSTERIES EXPLORED AT CAMP JONAH 
250 campers and nearly 100 youth & adults shared a wonderful week at Camp Jonah 2017 held June 
19-23! The Mystery at Camp Jonah explored the theme, “Who Am I?” Through Bible study, science, crafts, 
sports, dance, worship, missions & Bible skills, kids discovered that they are children of God who are 
created for a purpose, in need of a Savior, loved by God, gifted for a reason and on mission. Many, many 
thanks to all the volunteers who gave of their time and talents to share God’s love with the kids at camp. 
Stay tuned for pictures in the next issue of the Kingdom News!



COMMUNITY

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
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RACHEL 
BOBO

We celebrate the recent baptism 
of Rachel Bobo and are so proud 
of her decision to follow Christ. 
Our church committed to join 
her parents, Julie and Matt, in 
providing a solid foundation of 
Christian discipleship for Rachel 
when she was presented to the 
congregation as an infant eight 
years ago. Together, we have 
loved her and shared the love of 
Christ with her through our 
Preschool, Sunday School, 
CrossTraining and camps. When 
Rachel’s family determined they 
were going to re-locate to another 
city she wanted to be baptized in 
“her church.” That’s what we have 
been for her and her family for a 
number of years. We pray for them 
as we send them out.

IN SYMPATHY
Christian sympathy is extended to Cathy Williams on the loss 
of her mother, Ann Lee, on June 8th in Norwood, NC.

Christian sympathy is extended to Tim Davis on the loss of his 
mother, Jane Davis, on June 19th. Jane was a member of 
FBC for 66 years.

LAUREL & BOB 
THORNTON

We welcome Laurel and Bob 
Thornton to First Baptist by 
transfer of their membership 
from Snyder Memorial Baptist 
Church in Fayetteville. Laurel is 
an Occupational Therapist at 
Coastal Kids Therapy and Bob is 
an officer with the US Probation & 
Parole Office in Wilmington. They 
have been involved in ministry 
with us for over a year, having 
connected with a Sunday School 
class, Mission Ministry, and 
College Student Ministry. They 
usually worship in The Journey 
service. Their deep commitment 
to following Christ, sharing their 
smiles and passion for serving 
others, strengthens the overall 
ministry of First Baptist in
furthering God’s Kingdom. 
Welcome to FBCW. 

Our Pastor, Matt Cook, 
is away on sabbatical this 

summer. He is enjoying time 
deepening his relationship 

with his family and God as 
he has uninterrupted time 
traveling, reading, praying, 
listening, resting and studying. 
Pray for Matt as he refuels and 
prepares to lead our church.

PRAY FOR 
OUR PASTOR

JAY 
DANIELS

Though he professed faith in Christ 
years ago, Jay Daniels waited until 
a couple of weeks ago to be 
baptized and become a member 
of First Baptist Church. It is our 
blessing to have been the 
congregation with whom he felt 
comfortable enough to make his 
confession of faith in Christ known. 
Jay is quite the conversationalist. 
He enjoys collecting model cars, 
riding his bike, spending time with 
friends and cheering on the 
University of Tennessee Volunteer 
football. Jay’s parents are Melinda 
and John Daniels. FBC is blessed 
to have Jay as a part of our church 
family.

GENERAL FUND
In memory of Rose K. Bissette

by the Clinton HIgh School Class of 1974
by South State Bank

by John, Beth & Elizabeth Gunter
by Kenneth & Lannie Kirby

by Rebecca S. Spell
by Sid & Donna Livingston

In memory of Tom Corder
by Linda B. Croom

by Jay & Judy Brown
by Judy, Bryan, Scott & Jaime Porter

In memory of Paul Corder
by Linda B. Croom

In honor of Lauren Thayer’s Birthday
by Wayne & Nancy Burkhart

NC BAPTIST MEN
In memory of Chris McKeithan

by Linda King & Kim & Richard Blaine

JAIL MINISTRY
In memory of Jim Glass

by Judy N. Pettus



 
.         .

“As for me 
and my house, we 

will serve the Lord ”
- Joshua 24:15 

Number of new members who have 
joined this year.

Number of individuals who have 
participated in hands on missions 
through FBC this year.

The number of individual families 
who have supported the mission and 
ministry of God through our church 
this year

GIFTS IN HONOR & MEMORY
GENERAL FUND

In memory of Rose K. Bissette
by the Clinton HIgh School Class of 1974

by South State Bank
by John, Beth & Elizabeth Gunter

by Kenneth & Lannie Kirby
by Rebecca S. Spell

by Sid & Donna Livingston

In memory of Tom Corder
by Linda B. Croom

by Jay & Judy Brown
by Judy, Bryan, Scott & Jaime Porter

In memory of Paul Corder
by Linda B. Croom

In honor of Lauren Thayer’s Birthday
by Wayne & Nancy Burkhart

NC BAPTIST MEN
In memory of Chris McKeithan

by Linda King & Kim & Richard Blaine

JAIL MINISTRY
In memory of Jim Glass

by Judy N. Pettus

BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME
In memory of Helen Freeman
by R. Michael & Tannis Nelson

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
In memory of Rose Bissette

by Carlton & Julie Fisher

HOMELESS MINISTRY
In memory of Tom Corder

by Cecile & Richard Crouch

PASTOR’S FUND
In memory of Helen Freeman

by Joan Marshall

LOCAL MISSIONS 
In memory of Carolyn & Lacy Pearce

by Tom & Bettie Ann West

YOUTH MINISTRY
In memory of Tom Corder
by Don & Judy Womble

$184,009.00
$138,765.00
$858,934.00
$754,049.00
$ 73,277.00

May Goals
May Receipts

YTD Goals
YTD Receipts

YTD Special Collections

WORSHIP
The worship number includes the attendance 

on Sunday morning, Karen Worship, and 
GPS Sunday Night Worship.

GROW
The grow number includes people who have 

attended Sunday morning Sunday School 
and GPS Small Group on Sunday evenings

CONNECT

SERVE

GIVE

38

OUR MISSION 
UPDATE

402

Follow us on Facebook:
FBCWILMINGTON

WWW.FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
910.763.2471 

Follow us on the blog:
WWW.FBCBLOG.ORG

        397         389         410          332    
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Our Mission: To honor God by 
becoming and helping others become 
fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

GET THE LATEST ON NEWS 
& STORIES FROM FBC:

7

MAY
7

MAY
14

MAY 
21

MAY
28

ELLIS 
KATHERINE 

MCLEAN
Congratulations 

to Lee and Lauren 
McLean on the birth of 

their daughter, Ellis, 
on June 14th. 

WHO’S NEW IN PINK & BLUE

SAVE THE DATE!
Save the Date for the 2017 Women’s Ministry Retreat on October 7th! 

The retreat will be held at the Holiday Inn Resort at Wrightsville Beach from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Call Gaye Thomas for more information at 520-4189. 

More details will be announced soon.

MERRITT 
EMORY 
CAFFEE

Congratulations 
to Ray and Brittany 

Caffee on the birth of 
their daughter, Merritt, 

on June 15th. 

AARON 
WADE 
EVANS

Congratulations 
to Shawn and Katie 
McCall Evans on the 
birth their son, Aaron, 

on June 21st.

MAY
7

MAY
14

MAY 
21

MAY
28

HELP SPRUCE UP ACTIVITES CENTER
Your Activities Center will not be accepting any reservations from July 11-21 as 

we will be working to spruce up the inside of the building. If you are available and 
would like to help with washing walls, baseboards, interior windows and blinds 

or do some light painting, please call the Activities Center, 799-7564, and get on 
our help list. We hope to hear from a lot of you! 

       529         704         623          554    
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I heard a great story about a mother in the 1920’s living in a small cabin with her family. During the day the 
children were always scurrying about and mother needed some quiet time every day to restore her soul and 
rest her mind. With no spare room in the house, mother developed a practice of sitting on the kitchen floor. 
When mother was on the floor with her apron pulled over her head, the children knew that this was God’s time 
and they should not be noisy or disturb her.

FA
ITH HACKSFA
ITH HACKS

FAITH HACKS: 
LITTLE ACTIONS THAT MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

By Jayne Davis

Fortunately, we have a little more time and space for retreat, though it might not always feel like 
it! Times of retreat are so important to developing a healthy spiritual rhythm of life, an ebb and 

flow of work and rest, of giving and receiving, of doing and being.

Perhaps you do not have time for a week-long or weekend retreat. Maybe you don’t 
even feel like you have half a Saturday. But I want to urge you to take an hour once 

a week this summer and GO TO THE BEACH! Spiritual discipline at the beach! 
It’s as good as eating cake for dinner!

Download the Self-Directed Beach Retreat located on our website (under 
the “Discipleship” tab). It will help you to be intentional about your time. 

Enjoy God’s creation. Breathe God’s Spirit. Know that he knows 
you as he knows every grain of sand on that beach. Restore your 

soul and rest your mind, right here  in town.


